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STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

COUNTY CITY BUILDING, 555 S. 10TH STREET 
ROOM 112 

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2021 
8:30 A.M. 

 
Commissioners Present:  Rick Vest, Chair; Deb Schorr, Vice Chair; Sean Flowerday and Christa 
Yoakum 
 
Commissioners Absent:  Roma Amundson 
 
Others Present: Dave Derbin, Chief Administrative Officer; Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative 
Officer; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s Office 
 
Advanced public notice of the meeting was posted on the County-City Building bulletin board, and the 
Lancaster County, Nebraska, website and emailed to media on February 17, 2021 and published in 
the Lincoln Journal Star print edition and website on February 15, 2021. 
 
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:31 a.m. 
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1. APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FOR FEBRUARY 11, 2021 
 
MOTION:  Yoakum moved and Flowerday seconded approval of the February 11, 2021 Staff Meeting 
minutes.  Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Amundson was absent.  Motion carried 5-
0. 

 
2. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE – Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES Associates LLC 
 
Kohout reviewed the weekly report (Exhibit 1).  He noted Schorr will be testifying at the LB310 
(Change inheritance tax rates and exemption amount) hearing today. 
 
Miller said an amendment to LB663 (Require the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and 
Criminal Justice to create a mental health indicator in a criminal justice information system to alert 
emergency dispatch operators) which addresses concerns about HIPAA and the individual’s length of 
stay on mental health indicator list. 
 
Regarding LB313 (Change provisions relating to late applications for homestead exemptions), Kohout 
stated a letter of support from the County was submitted. 
 
Concerning LB613 (Change provisions relating to hearings and decisions on appeals under the Tax 
Equalization and Review Commission Act), Miller noted Senator Linehan commented there should be 
discussion on a penalty for counties that over assess property values. 
 
Kohout recommended monitoring LB188 (Adopt the Second Amendment Preservation Act) and LB236 
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(Permit counties to authorize carrying concealed weapons as prescribed). 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to support LB462 (Appropriate funds to the Department of Health 
and Human Services) and send a letter of support. 
 
It was the consensus of the Board to support LB585 (Appropriate funds for local public health 
departments) and send a letter of support. 
 
Kohout recommended monitoring LR25 (Provide the Legislative Council appoint a special committee 
of the Legislature to be known as the Youth Rehabilitation and Treatment Center Special Oversight 
Committee of the Legislature). 
 
Sara Hoyle, Human Services Director, discussed her concern on LB568 (Change provisions relating to 
truancy, juvenile courts, the Community-based Juvenile Services Aid Program, the Commission Grant 
Program, and compulsory education) stating that if a youth has enough truancies to be filed in court, 
the youth will be sent to the County Attorney’s Office and that the youth can be referred to Diversion 
but a new case cannot be filed in Juvenile Court due to the truancy.  She added her office would 
work with the family to reduce the youth’s truancies, but there would not be the ability to file in court 
if there was no improvement.  She noted Probation is supervising 75 youth with only truancy filings.  
She said the fiscal impact to her office is estimated at $150,000. 
 
Yoakum inquired as to the schools’ position.  Hoyle answered the County has a partnership with 
Lincoln Public Schools in which there is a truancy diversion program in which alternative solutions 
could be discussed.  She added many times the school is referring the youth because the school does 
not know what else to do with them. 
 
Kohout noted Brad Johnson, County Corrections Director, will testify in support of LB111(Change 
provisions relating to various offenses involving public safety). 
 
Schorr said the monthly Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) meeting with Governor 
Ricketts was held on Wednesday where he stated LB310 would not be a priority this session. 
 
Additionally, a comprehensive listing of bills (Exhibit 2), a listing of bills the Board is taking action on 
(Exhibit 3), a listing of hearing dates (Exhibit 4), and a client update list (Exhibit 5). 
 
The meeting was recessed at 9:00 a.m. for the Board of Corrections meeting. 
 
Schorr exited the meeting at 9:13 a.m. 
 
The meeting reconvened at 9:26 a.m.  
 
3. BOARD OF CORRECTIONS 
 
Separate minutes. 
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4. RENT, DEPOSIT, AND UTILITY ASSISTANCE – Michelle Martinez, Community Services 
Director; Sarah Fentress, Emergency Services Administrator; and Kendra Lampkey, Emergency 
Services Advocate, Community Action Partnership 

 
Martinez stated Community Action is part of a network of 1,000 community action programs for 
individuals in poverty to reach economic stability.  The organization works with families within 17 
unique programs in the following areas: homelessness prevention; hunger relief and healthy food 
access, early childhood education, and financial and family well-being. 
 
Fentress focused on the organization’s emergency services, which includes financial assistance for 
rent deposits and utilities (Exhibit 6).  She noted informational packets have been sent to school 
boards and superintendents.  She said going door to door has worked well, and organizations and 
businesses have been receptive to sharing flyers.  Information has also been submitted to the local 
newspapers. 
 
Ames will put information about the program on the County’s social media sites. 
 
Flowerday suggested contacting the KFOR radio station for interview availability. 
 
5. EXECUTIVE SESSION (PENDING AND POTENTIAL LITIGATION AND LEGAL ADVICE) 

– Jen Holloway, Eric Synowicki, and Dan Zieg, Deputies County Attorney; and Pam Dingman, 
County Engineer 

 
MOTION:  Flowerday moved and Yoakum seconded to enter Executive Session at 9:41 a.m. for the 
purposes of receiving legal advice, potential and pending litigation, and to protect the public interest.  
 
The Chair said it has been moved and seconded that the Board enter Executive Session. 
 
ROLL CALL: Flowerday, Vest and Yoakum voted yes.  Amundson and Schorr were absent.  Motion 
carried 3-0. 
 
The Chair restated the purpose for the Board entering Executive Session.  
 
MOTION:  Flowerday moved and Yoakum seconded to exit Executive Session at 10:07 a.m.  
Flowerday, Vest and Yoakum voted yes.  Amundson and Schorr were absent.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 
6. COVID-19 UPDATE AND RESPONSE 
 
Flowerday and Yoakum will be on this Friday’s COVID call with the state senators.  Derbin noted after 
this week’s call, the frequency will be reduced to once every two weeks. 
 
7. DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 

 
A. JDAI Steering Committee – Amundson 

 
No report was given. 
 



Page 4 of 5 
 

B. Chamber Coffee – Vest / Schorr 
 
Vest said he reported on the County’s Mid-Year Budget meeting and the wind hearing.  Additionally, 
the State basketball tournaments are staying in Lincoln. 
 

C. MPO Technical Committee – Amundson 
 
No report was given. 
 

D. Justice Council – Vest / Schorr / Derbin 
 
Vest stated the jail population was discussed, especially pertaining to researching data statistics to 
see how to address issues that contribute to the number of individuals in jail. 
 

E. Region V Services Committee Meeting – Yoakum 
 
Yoakum reported Region V had one COVID-19 client death.  Regarding the COVID-19 vaccination, 
80%-90% of the clients have received the vaccination, while 50% of the Region V staff have received 
one.  Also, there was a general orientation for new committee members. 
 

F. Region V Systems Governing Board Meeting – Yoakum 
 
Yoakum said there were discussions on LB464 (State intent regarding behavioral health aid funding), 
which allows for the transferring of funds within the behavioral health region budgets, the challenges 
with the State’s reporting system, and the Zero Suicide training. 
 

G. Public Building Commission – Amundson / Flowerday 
 
Flowerday stated the new District Energy Corporation (DEC) rates were approved.  Additionally, the 
Sheriff’s Office has partnered with the Lincoln Police Department (LPD) and acquired a bomb dog. 
 

H. Lincoln - Lancaster County Board of Health – Flowerday 
 
Flowerday said discussion centered around the COVID-19 vaccine distribution. 
 

I. Lancaster County Mental Health Crisis Center (MHCC) Advisory Committee – 
Yoakum 

 
Yoakum reported the MHCC staff is continuing to find a solution for some faulty locks at the MHCC.  
Training for MHCC staff on Credible, the Region V audit report for accreditation and the financial 
audit report are anticipated soon.  The MHCC staff received the second dose of vaccine. 
 

J. Parks and Recreation Advisory Board – Vest 
 
Vest stated there were discussions on the future upgrades to Peach Park, the Air Park Recreational 
Center upgrades, the 2050 Comprehensive Plan as it pertains to parks, and the staff report on equity 
review of parks and recreational facilities and programs. 
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K. Realtors Association Government Affairs Committee – Amundson 
 
Vest said there was discussion on LB73 (Direct a portion of the proceeds from the Nebraska 
Racetrack Gaming Act to county agricultural societies). 
 

L. Mutual Aid Meeting – Schorr 
 
No report was given. 
 

M. LIBA Elected Officials Forum – Schorr / Yoakum 
 
No report was given. 
 

N. Information Services Policy Committee (ISPC) Meeting – Yoakum 
 
Yoakum reported the committee will be reviewing policies and looking at standards that coincide with 
the policies.  The employee virtual trainings have gone well. 
 

O. Visitors Promotion Advisory Committee – Amundson / Derbin 
 
Derbin reported the Convention Visitor’s Bureau qualifies for the Paycheck Protection Program (PPP).  
The incoming lodging tax has not been doing well.  There are many upcoming events at the 
Lancaster Event Center (LEC).   
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 
Brestel inquired as to how long the Board will continue meeting via Zoom on Tuesdays as that 
information will affect future meeting correspondences and publications.  Derbin said the Board will 
discuss this at the next Thursday meeting.  For any meetings that require notices or publications 
before next Thursday, the format of the Tuesday Board meeting format will remain as it is currently. 
 
8. SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS 
 
For informational purposes only. 

 
9. EMERGENCY ITEMS 

 
There were no emergency items. 

 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Flowerday moved and Yoakum seconded to adjourn at 10:33 a.m.  Flowerday, Vest and 
Yoakum voted yes.  Amundson and Schorr were absent.  Motion carried 3-0. 
 

 










































































































































































































